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April 28,200O 

TO: USDA/FSIS Hearing Clerk 
300 1 2th Street SW 
Room 102 Cotton Annex 
Washington, DC 20250-3700 

FDA/Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
5630 Fishers Lane 
Room 106 1 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Re: FSIS Docket No. 98-045N3 and FDA Docket No. OON-0504 
Egg Safety Action Plan 

The Georgia Poultry Federation supports the comments submitted by the U.S. Poultry & 
Egg Association on April 5,200O. Our membership includes the Georgia Egg 
Association and egg producers in Georgia. 

The number of human SE illnesses continues to decline in all regions of the United 
States; therefore, the goal of the Egg Safety Action plan to achieve a 50 percent reduction 
of egg-associated SE illnesses by the year 2005 is a reasonable goal. Given the successes 
already achieved by the Egg Quality Assurance programs, the current rate of decline 
suggests that this goal will be achieved. The Georgia Poultry Federation agrees with U.S. 
Poultry & Egg Association’s suggestion that the federal agencies :involved (with the 
addition of USDA-APHlS-VS) proceed with development of a regulation utilizing public 
comment, and place the regulation on “stand-by” status as the trends of egg-related 
illnesses due to SE are monitored. 

The egg industry has made tremendous strides in helping reduce human SE illnesses, and 
under current programs, we agree with the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association that the 
illnesses due to SE will continue to decline without new federal regulations. 

Abit Massey 
Executive Director 
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